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Dear Friends, 

Next week marks the halfway point in the 2003 leg-
islative session. The Senate has discussed many impor-
tant issues during the first half of the session, and many
are yet to come from the House of Representatives.

The deadline for all Senate bills in the Senate is
March 4.  After that date, the Senate will consider House
bills only.   

As senators, we will begin examining the legislation
that the House of Representatives has passed, while at
the same time tracking our own legislation in the House.

I look forward to hearing your viewpoints on impor-
tant issues. Throughout the second half of the 2003 ses-
sion, please feel free to contact me with any concerns,
questions or comments you may have.

Week 8 February 27, 2003

State Senator Robert Garton
Senate, Statehouse
200 W. Washington
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

General Assembly Budget Ticker 

The House of Representatives passed their version of the state budget this week
on a party line vote of 51-49.  The bill, known as House Bill 1001, will go through
many changes before it is passed into law at the end of April.  The proposals in the
bill, even if taken out at some point during the bill process, will be eligible to be
included in the final version of the budget.  

The Senate Finance Committee could start work on the budget as early as next
week. The Budget Subcommittee has already been hearing testimony from the vari-
ous state agencies and departments in an effort to gage the needs of those involved.

You can track this bill online at www.in.gov/legislative.  Click “Bills and
Resolutions” and enter 1001 in the “go to bill” box. 

Look here weekly for future updates as the budget debate continues in the
General Assembly.
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Identity theft is quickly becoming the most preva-
lent and costly crime in the nation. Researchers
estimate that criminals steal more than 600,000
victims' identities each year, costing consumers
and the financial industry billions of dollars.
Locally, more than 1,100 Hoosiers were victims in
2001, but the number could be much higher
because many people have no idea their
identities have been stolen. 

This week I voted for a bill that
will strengthen Indiana's law on iden-
tity theft. Senate Bill 320 will ensure
that an individual's address, telephone
number, place of employment, employer
identification number and mother's maid-
en name are considered identifying information
and protected under Indiana's existing identity
theft law. The bill would also make identity theft a
Class D felony, punishable by up to three years in
prison, regardless of the criminal intent. Current
law states that identity theft is a Class D felony
only if prosecutors can prove the thief intended to
harm the victim. SB 320 also includes provisions
to help victims untangle the damage incurred on
their credit history by an identity thief. 

This bill will provide Hoosiers some added
security if they should fall victim to an identity
thief; however, there are many ways that you can
protect yourself and safeguard your personal
information.  The following are tips on how you
may reduce the chances of identity theft in your
everyday life:

• Never provide any personal, bank account
or credit card information to anyone who contacts
you through a telephone solicitation. 

• Destroy all ATM and bank receipts, old

insurance forms, bank checks, expired credit
cards, pre-approved credit offers and any other
papers that include personal information, identifi-
cation and account numbers. 

• Check all credit cards and bank state-
ments for accuracy. 

• Use only secure sites when making pur-
chases on the internet. 

• Do not put checks in the
mail from your home mailbox. Drop
them off at a U.S. Mailbox or the U.S.
Post Office. Mail theft is common, and it

is easy to change the name of the recipi-
ent on the check with an acid wash. 

• Cancel all credit cards you do not use or
have not used in the past six months. 

• Avoid easy-to-figure out access and per-
sonal ID (PIN) codes. 

• Obtain a copy of your credit report yearly
and check it for accuracy.

Often, consumers are not aware that their
identities have been stolen and how it may affect
their lives. Each of us have the opportunity to pro-
tect our information by following the above steps.
If you have any concerns or would like more
information please contact the Consumer
Protection Division in the office of the Indiana
Attorney General at 1-800-382-5516 or go to
www.in.gov/attorneygeneral.

SB 320 will now move to the House of
Representatives for further consideration. 

Identity theft is a growing concern for all
Hoosiers, but by safeguarding our individual
information and by strengthening our identity
theft law, Indiana will be sending a clear message
that these types of crimes will not be tolerated.

"Terrorism response" and "emergency pre-
paredness" have become important buzzwords in
the everyday lives of Hoosiers. Unfortunately,
many small communities find it difficult to meet
the demands placed on them in terms of fire protec-
tion and emergency services before ever addressing
the threat of terrorism.

Volunteers and trained personnel are only
one facet of a successful program. The state of

Indiana has started to provide
communities with training

and information
resources to meet the
needs of Hoosiers.

Unfortunately, many
communities need much more than knowledge to
properly serve their citizens. Without adequate
equipment and facilities, responders can find them-
selves helpless in a community's time of need. 

Many small fire departments are struggling
just to make ends meet, particularly those located
in rural areas and farming communities. Volunteers
in many of these organizations know the plight of
finding enough funding to keep gas in the tanks
and fire trucks on the road. And now, with the
administration's freezing of Build Indiana funding,
some of these departments have lost all hope in
being able to invest in updated equipment.

My colleagues and I unanimously support-
ed Senate Bill 355, which adds volunteer fire
departments to the list of qualified entities that may
enter into financing arrangements with the Indiana
Bond Bank. This legislation offers departments a
funding mechanism for desperately needed proj-
ects. The proposal now begins its journey through
the House of Representatives.

While this program won't provide the
grants available prior to the redirection of the Build
Indiana funding, this is one way the legislature can
work to provide some assistance to small commu-
nities and ease the financial burden on small fire
departments that need new equipment and facilities.

The Indiana Bond Bank was created by the
General Assembly in 1984 and exists as a self-sup-
porting quasi-government entity. The bond bank
provides a financing conduit for a number of quali-
fying organizations. Other entities currently quali-
fied to borrow include political subdivisions, state
educational institutions and specific utility organi-
zations.

The bond bank purchases bonds and notes
from communities and then pools them together. In
turn, it issues its own obligations to the open mar-
ket. This allows communities to realize savings that
are achieved through the sharing of fixed costs and
economies of scale. For example, if more than one
community needs to invest in an ambulance or fire
truck , they can borrow through the bond bank at a
rate that's much cheaper than borrowing individual-
ly from separate institutions. Communities may
also benefit from certain bonds supported by the
"moral obligation" of the state.

As our nation
continues to prepare
for threats of terrorist
acts, our small com-
munities can also ben-
efit from having the resources to protect ourselves.
Strong fire protection and emergency services are
key elements to preparing for unforeseen attacks.
SB 355 provides a great opportunity for Indiana's
small communities, and I am proud to support it.
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